September 25, 2018

Dear 8th Grade Families -

Welcome back! I hope it has been a good start to the new school year!  I want to welcome everyone to High School Application Process 2018-2019!  My name is Michelle Goldstein, and I am the counselor at O. A. Thorp Scholastic Academy.  My office is in Room 208, and I can be reached via email at mlporwancher@cps.edu or via phone at 773-534-3871.  I will be the one guiding and coaching you through this process.  I know this is a very stressful time for everyone, but I can assure you that we will get through it together!  Please don’t ever hesitate to reach out to me for any question or concern.  I will be hosting two events to assist you in this process (listed below).  In addition to that, you are more than welcome to contact me for a meeting if that will help you as well.

SCHOOL  EVENTS

*Thursday, October 18 – High School Fair  8:30am-11:00am
**8:30-9:30 – 7th grade

**9:45-11:00 – 8th grade

*Thursday, October 18 – Parent Information Night and Application Help  5:30pm


**5:30 – High School Information Presentation


**6:00 – “Beyond GoCPS: A Panel Discussion on the Different Approaches to Considering High School (and staying sane while doing it)”


**6:30 – Application Help (if needed) – Chromebooks will be provided

INFORMATION

*The high school application period for this school year is October 1-December 14.
*The platform that manages the research, scheduling, application and notification process for all district and charter high schools is go.cps.edu.
**Phone number for the Office of Access and Enrollment is 773-553-2060 if you need to call them regarding issues/questions with go.cps.edu.
*Please make sure to always check the Thorp website (daily) for new information.  Click on Parents/Counselor Corner.

*List of Open Houses can be found by going to go.cps.edu.  Click on “Dates and Events.”  Go to Grade Level and specify High School.

*High School Guide – Go to go.cps.edu.  Scroll down to “Search,” and you can narrow the search however you choose to view all the high schools in Chicago (district and charter).
*Private high schools are not listed in go.cps.edu, but I can still assist you with anything you may need to apply to those schools.
*Proxy Forms – On the Thorp website (under Parents/Counselor Corner), there is a proxy form available.  You can print out and send to me if you want me to work with your child on high school applications/make decisions on your behalf.  At the top of the form, it explains it more.  

I look forward to working with you this school year!
Sincerely,

Michelle Goldstein
